Perth

Amboyto
meet DEP

Runyon Watershed
pollution is topic

prsigme ol

- Officials of Perth Amboy and the state’

. Department of vhonmmw

plan to meet Tuesday st

- City -‘Hall to discuss “critical issues” in-
volving the spread of industrial pollution-

_'at_tbeRnnyohWaterahed.theamueoot-
the city’s drinking water supply. .-

‘“We warit to present our report to the ;
DEP and discuss it face-to-face to make
sure it comes across clear,” Fletcher Platt,
Perth Amboy’s consulting environmental
engineer, said yesterday. o

Expected to attend the meeting with

DEP officials are Assistant New Jersey
Environmental Prosecutor Charles

Licata, Mayor Joseph Vas, and city engin- -

eering and legal consultants.

‘The two Old Bridge industries found
responsible by the courts for contaminat-

" ing Runyon — CPS Chemical Co. and

Madison Industries Inc. — were not
invited to the meeting, officials said. The
city’'s .special environmental attome_y,

See DEP Page B-2 ) s

e

scuss tainted water

DEP, Perth Amboy officials to

Continued from Page B-1

Joseph Maraziti Jr., said the two firms
will be invited to a future session.
'I‘ul:«aig" said the wﬁrli)grgz topic tg
8 meeting will apparen
growing plume of chemical and metal
pollution in two of the five key city wells
at Runyon, a 1,260-acre Old Bridge tract

- which supplies 30 percent of Perth Am-

boy’s drinking water.
The contamination is apparently
ing despite a state-supervised proj-
ect, begun in January, to halt and remove
the pollution. . _
A confidential report prepared on be-
half of the city by Platt’s firm, Killam
4 ssociates, state: that the drinking well
8

designated No. 6 has shown a steadily
increasing level of chlorobenzene, a
cancer-causing volatile organic chemical.

The most recent test results show that
raw water from Well No. 8 contained

"about 12 parts per billion of
chlorobenzene.

New Jersey’s standard is 4
parts per billion. :

However, city officials stressed that the -

raw water is treated several times before it

is delivered to Perth Ambo faucets,
wherethechlorobenzenelevefshowaz

Sy ‘Tuesday mporarily sh
city on’ te: i ut
down Well No. 6 and began drawing water
from a newly operational collector well.
However, the city continues to operate
Well No. 5, whosg raw water, the Killam
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report says, is “imminently threatened

zinc contamination whgyh may exeez
m lnd::t:ies .

» & zinc-processing
md CPS, a mf:ﬂi%ugx ﬂ:)f
were 3
courts in the early 1980s to be responsible
fﬁ:mg portion of Runyon. The
s0n site was ranked fourth out
g&%lew Jersey’s 103 Superfund sites in

DEP spokesman John Hagerty yester--
day said the agency was still reviewing
data before issuing its report on the
effectiveness of the Runyon cleanup.

“We're taking the reports and data
collected by independent engineering
ﬁrmslhmdbyC . We have our own

-



